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tant function. Under the special economic con-
ditions of India the large group has been bene-
ficial. "In times of famine it has more resources
to draw upon, and in all sorts of difficulties it
provides succour for the individuals. It protects
against relapse into poverty and also into lower
levels of morality."1 The Indian society draws
its very inspiration from the joint family system.
The ideals of Hindu manhood and womanhood
that have been handed down from the remote
past through the Epics and Puranas, in folk songs
and rustic tales, are all drawn from the home and
joint family life.2

The caste system is another peculiar charac-
teristic of the ancient economic order. The
caste not only determines the circle within which
marriage can take place, but defines to some ex-
tent the proper and characteristic occupation of
its members. The ancient economic order re-
presented a legal recognition of the natural divi-
sion of society into functional groups. It aimed
at directing the various units of economic society

1  H.  Daniel Buchannan,   The Development of Capitalist
Enterprise in India, p.  22.
2 Radhakamal Mukerji, The Foundations of Indian Econo-
mics, p.